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Assembly's Request for Conference.

The PREMIER: I move--
That the Council be requested to grant a

conference on the amendments insisted on by
the Council and that the managers for the
Assembly be Mr. Seward, Mr. Rodoreda, and
the mover.

Question put and passed and a message
accordingly returned to the Council.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

The PREMIER (Roil. F. J. S. Wise-
Gascoyne):- I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn till
11 a.m. tomorrow.

Question put and passed.

Hlouse adjourned a 11.31 p.m.
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The PRESII)ENT took, the Chair at
11 a.m., and read prayers.

TRANS. RAILWAY,
iKAL~OOLI-FREMANTLE SECTION,

SELECT COMMITTEE.

Report Presented.

Hon. A. THOMSON brought up the re-
port of the Select Committee.

Ordered: That the report be received and
read.

As to Minority Report

HON. G. rRASER (West) [11.27]: Mr
President, the report was printed late yes
terday afternoon. I desire to submit
minority report, but have not yet had ar
opportunity to have it typed. I hope yot
will accept a minority report from me a,
a later stage of the sitting.

The PRESIDENT: I am sure the Housi
wil] have no objection to 3fr. Fraser pres
outing his minority report later.

Leave given.

HON. A, THOMSON (South-East'
[11.29]:- Before I move that the report, to
gether with the evidence, he printed, I wisi
to place on record the sincere appreoiatiox
of the Select Committee of the services ren.
nered at the committee's request, by Hon
W. S. Mann in finalising and drafting thi
report that has been submitted. I can as
sure members that a great deal of won1
was involved and that it was only wit!
Mr. Mann's valuable assistancee that wi
were able to put on record the views o:
the majority of the conLnttet. I Wisi
also to say that if time had permitted, wi
would have inspected portions of thi
routes that have been suggested, but tha
was im-possible in view of the fact that wi
had to submit our report to the House.
am more than ever convinced that, in th,
interests of the State and its finances.
public works committee should be set up
From the evidence the Select Committee re
ecived there seems, to be an amazing ladl
of co-ordination between the various Stat.
departments. That will be borne oat whei
members come to read the evidence. I no,;
move-

'flit the report and evidence he printed

Question put and passed.

BILL--MARKETING Or EGGS.

In Committee.

Resumed from the previou9 day. Hon. 3
Cornell in the Chair; the Chief Secretary ii
charge of the B ill.

Clause S--Electiani of rilectmd member
(pafrtly econsidered):

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 9 to 11-agreed to.
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Clause 12-)Term of office:

The CHAIRMAN: Last night I pointed
out the -signifieance of this clause with ref-
erence to the appointment of the chairman
of the board. There is no method of electing
the chairman, and it is assumed that he will
be elected by the Government.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: With a view
to assisting Mr. Wood in securing a satis-
factory Bill, this matter has been receiving
attention. I understand he is prepared to
move an amendment that wvill place the con-
stitution of the hoard on practically the
same basis as proposed in the Bill wvhen
introduced in another place. I suggest that
in the meantime we carry on and when the
Bill i8 recommitted the requisite amendments
can be moved.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 13 to 23-agreed to.

Clause 24-Restrictions on use of eggs
produced by certain producers:

H~on. G. B. WOOD: I ask the Committee
to vote against this clause which deals with
hotelkeepers, etc. Many such people like to
keep up to 50 fowvls for their own use. This
clause proposes to bring them all Under the
control of the board although they do not
dispose of the eggs outside. It would serious-
ly interfere with the liberty of hotelkeepers
and others.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Restaurant-keepers
and such people would also be affected by
this clause. We would be going too far if
we deprived them of the right to use
for their own table the eggs their fowls
produce.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This clause
is more important than members think. Dur-
ing the war the Commonwealth authorities
viewed the position with such seriousness
that they brought down the regulation which
is the equivalent of this clause. It was found
that many persons were avoiding their re-
sponsibilities by becoming interested in
poultry farms in one way or another, and in
some eases they were providing their own
requirements. There was no means of check-
ing their operations as to the number of
eggs they used in their own business, and
the numbers that they were able to dispose
of. It was felt that the loophole was too
great in the interests of the producers for it
to be allowed to remain. This clause pro-

vides; that genuine cases can secure a permit
from the Minister. The board will have a,
futll knowledge of the circumstances and will'
be prepared to consider any representations.
made by genuine people. I understand that
12 such permits have already b een issued.
If this scheme is to be successful, we must
stop any loophole that might permit of un-
scrupulous persons gaining an advantage.
from the position. The clause is an essential.
part of the Bill.

Hon. H. T17CKEY: I have never knowvn
hotelkeepers to breed fowls for the purpose
of selling the eggs, but I have known them
to do so for their own convenience and for
the convenience of their patrons. It would
be going too far to deprive them of the
right to keep a few fowls without having to
seek a permit. I point out that there is no-
thing to say that the board will grant a
permit in such cases.

Hon. C. RI. CORNISH: I know of two
or three hotelkeepers who have quite big
poultry farms and sell their surplus eggs on
the open market. They should certainly ho
brought under the control of the board.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Producers must recog-
nise that if they want the industry controlled
they must agree to complete control. They
must go the whole hog. Many of them, how-
ever, seem to want to have their cake as well
as to eat it. The purpose of controlling the
market is to lift prices, hut that control
must be absolute if it is to be effective. The
sooner we accept that principle the better.
A loophole would occur at once if the clause
were struck out.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: I am not suggesting
that a hotelkeeper should be permitted to go
in for a separate poultry farm. I was re-
ferring only to the man who keeps a few
fowls. It would be bard upon him to de-
prive him of the right to do this.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: This clause has no-
thing to do with the hotelkeeper who runs
a poultry farm, but it refers to eggs that are
sold on the premises. I should like to know
from the Minister what the words "wvhole-
sale or retail" mean in this connection.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amiendment-

That in line 4 of Subelause (1) the word
''except" be struck out and tbe word
''whether'' inserted in lieu.
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I do not think the amendment requires ex-
planation; it is obvious.

Hon. G. B. Wood:- I agree.

Amendment put and passed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Continuing
my previous remarks, unqless the Committee
agrees to this clause it will be possible for
the proprietor of a hotel, a restaurant or a
boardinghouse to obtain an interest in a
poultry farm, even though the interest may
be very small, and thus claim because he is
interested in that farm that he is entitled to
obtain eggs from it. In addition, it would
allow the proprietor of the poultry farm to
claim that the eggs produced on his farm
were being produced for the purpose of
that particular business. Even a larg.s dt-
partmental store selling great quantities of
eggs could do the same thing. Without this
clause it would not bi- possible to keep a
check on that position. Glaring eases have
occurred in the Eastern States where, by
means of a subterfuge of that kind, egg
producers have been able to avoid the liability
to contribute towards the administration ndi
stabilisation of the industry. We do not
want that to occur in Western Australia.
The fact that 12 permits have been issued
here is anl indication of the necessity for
the clause. .It is also proof that no genune
person has anything to fear from the clauge.'
If Mr. Wood wants a marketing scheme of
this kind hp' should accept the advice ten-
dered to him by Mr. Craig.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: This clause
does not prohibit a hotelkeeper from having
1,000 head of poultry so long as he dloes:
not sell eggs. If it is the intention of the
Minister to include such a person, then t-lie
clause should he tightened up.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In the run-
ning of a large hotel great quantities of
eggs are used. The proprietQr may there-
fore own a smiall flock of fowls. If he sn,.-
mits in his taxation returns the value of
those egg's as part of the cost of running
his bujsiness, that would be considered as a
sale( from the poultry farm to the hotel
business. If he claims a deduction of that
kind, it must be treated as a sale; and if it
is treated as a sale he should cont-_ utnder this
Bill. If he doeq not claim such v deduction
as a working evpense for r-natuin Iurpios.4,
the board would not be interested. If it were

not for this clause, it would he possible foi
those controlling poultry farms to take av
unfair advantage.

Hon, H. S. W. Parker: I entirely agree.

Hon. Gf. B. WOOD: Having heard thi
Minister's explanation of what has happened
in the Eastern Slates-

The Chief Secretary: It has happened
here.

Hon. Gf. B. WOOD: I withdraw my oh.
jection to the clause.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clauses 25 to 31-agreed to.
Clause 32-Payment to producers:

lion. G. B. WOOD: This clause dealh
with the levy, which is fixed at 10 per cent
I think that is too high. I move an amend.
nient-

That in line 3 of Subelause (4) the word
''ten" be struck out and the word "five'
inserted in lieu.

All eggs under the control of the board an(
to he subject to a levy of 10 per cent. Orc
7,000,000 dozen eggs at is. 6id, a dozen, fivn
per cent. would yield a sum of £C26,250. I
do not want to stick hard and fast to fiy(
per cent., but I think 10 per cent. is toc
much. If at the end of 12 months five pei
cent, is found to be either more than suf.
ficent or insufficient, it could be varied.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The 811
does not, as Mr. Woods says, provide thai
the board shall deduct 10 per cent. in res.
pact of all eggs. It provides that the board
may deduct an amount not exceeding 1C
per cent.

Hon. Gf. B. Wood: The ninsinium beconeE
the minimum generally.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If it does
then M~r. Wood can blame only the pro.
ducer-reprcscntatives on the board. It iE
to be assumed that they will be, interested
in keeping costs down to a mninimum. ThE
price of eggs may be reduced considerabl3
so that more than five per cent. would be re-
quired. On the other hand, a lesser amouni
might he all that -was needed. If flve pei
cent. 'were not sufficient, does Mr. Wood sag.
gest that the board should wait until ar
amending Bill could be brought before Par.
liament9

Hon. G1. B. WOOD: The organised pout.
try producers asked me to bring down thh
ameadment. It has come diret from them
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Hon. T. Moore: Did they think it was
10 per cent?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Yes. ]nt the Eastern
States it has been proved that when boards
have money to play with, they have a tend-
ency to do so, with the result that enor-
inous expenses are incurred. If five per
cent. were not sufficient, the board would not
have to wait more than six months before
the amount could be amended.

The CHIEF SECAETAIY: Apparently
the organised producers have very little
faith in the men they will elect to the
hoard. This is another case where the
Government must be very particular about
the constitution of the board. Hundreds of
thousands of pounds will lie involved. There
is at present an overdraft of £150,000 with
the Commonwealth Bank because of the
advances made by the board to the pro-
ducers, which cannot be recouped until such
time as the eggs, whether in shell, pulped
or powdered, have been marketed and paid
for and the money received here.

Hon. 0. B. Wood: Has any estimate been
made of the cost of running this show?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have no
knowledge of the figure, but, no matter
what the cost might be, the operations
of the board are necessary in the interests
of the organised producers of this State.
We are prepared to give them representa-
tion on the board to ensure that the costs
will be kept down to a minimum.

Hon. 0. B. Wood: The organised pro-
ducers wvill be only part of the board. The
Minister has the principal control.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 83 to 40-agreed to.

New clause:

Hon. 0. B. WOOD: I move-
That a new clause be added as follows:-

''40. Upon the request in writing made not
later than April thirtieth, one thousand nine
hundred and forty-eight, of not less than
twenty-five producers entitled under this Act
to take part in the election of the members
of the Board who are commercial producers
of the Board shall by notice in the '"Gov-
ernment Gazette" fi a day for the taking
of a poll of producers on the question of
whether this Act shall continue in operation
aft~r the thirty-first day of Dlecember, one
thousand nine hundred and forty-eight, or
not.

If on the taking of such poll it shall be-
found that a majority of the producers en-
titled to vote have voted in favour of such
continuance the Minister shall present a Bill
to Parliament for the purpose of continuing
the operation of this Act for such further
period of years as Parliament shall then
determine.''

A similar provision is to he found in many
other marketing Acts. This is to enable
the producers, before the end of five years,
to have the right to say whether they want
the board to continue. The producers have
asked me to put this uip.

The CHAIRMAN: This is the most re-
markable amendment I have had come be-
fore ale. The Act is to be for five years
after the date of its proclamation. This
amendment should be added to Clause -40
and 'not be in the form of a separate clause.
I understand that the Bill does not appro-
priate revenue, so that before the expiration
of five years it is within the province of
any member to introduce an amending Hill
to continue it, if the Government does not do

o.I am inclined to think that the amend-
ment is hardly acceptable.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I did not in-
tend to take that objection, Mr. Chairman,
but was prepared to argue that this ameud-
meat is quite unsuitable and cannot pos-
sibly be accepted because it would make
it possible for the board to be in existence
lor not longer than two years. It will prob)-
ably be April of next year before this matter
is finalised so that at the end of two years
the producers would be in a position to de-
mand a poll. If the poll were successful it
would mean the end of the board. I again
point out the difficulties confronting the in-
dustry and the large amount of money in-
volved, the necessity for long-term contracts
betwveen one Government and another and
between the producers and interests over-
sea, etc. It is because of these factors that
the Minister in another place agreed to a
period of five years. It will really he neces-
sary to have Clause 40 amended. It was an
oversight to leave in the words "the thirty-
first day of December, one thousand nine
hundred and forty-eight, or for." The Gov-
ernment desires to have a period of five
years.

Hon. G. B. Wood: This does not interfere
with that at all.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Not at the
moment. If the Bill is for five years and
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the producers and the Government do not
desire its continuance, it would just lapse.
I feel sure, however, that the producers will
desire it to he continued.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: The person who
framed this clause for me has made a mis-
take which I have only just discovered. The
word "forty-eighit" should not be included.
The idea was that a poll should be taken a
few months before the expiration of five
years. In view of the error I ask leave to
withdraw the new clause.

New clause, by leave, withdrawn.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

Recommittal.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, Bill
recommitted for the further consideration of
Clauses 7 and 40.

I" Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 7-Constitution of board:
Hon. G. B. WOOD: I move an amend-

ment-

That in line 1 of Subelause (2) the word
''five'' be struck out and the word ''six''
inserted in lieu.

My object is to xi_ke provision for a chair-
man.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I raise no
objection.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I have an amend-
ment to move in the first line of Subelause
(3).

The CHAIRMAN: That will be made
consequentially.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I move an amend-
ment-

That a new paragraph be added as fol-
lows:-", (d) One shall be a person, nomP
nated by the Minlister, who is not engaged in
the business of producing or selling of eggs,
and who asal be chairman of the board.''

The CHAIRMAN: The Committee should
take note of where it is heading. Last night
members knocked out what is now proposed
to be put in. There is now a board of four
and members have increased it to six.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am anxious
to assist Mr. Wood to have a board consti-
tuted of six members on the lines originally
proposed, but with the variations he has
suggested.

The CHAIRMAN: But if what is sug-
gested is agreed to, it will reduce the board
to four.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: What I am propos-
ing is the addition of a new paragraph kc

follow paragraph (c). That is what I indi-
cated when I moved the amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: The bon. member did
not give the Chair or the clerks much to go
on.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Last night we de-
cided upon a board of five consisting of
three representatives of the producers and
two of the consumers, but no provision was
made for a chairman. The amendment will
provide for a chairman and increase the
strength of the board to six.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have no
objection to the amendment.

Eon. L. CRAIG: If the words "a person
. . who is not engaged in the business of

producing or selling eggs" are retained, any-
body could hold a maximum number of
shares in a limited company trading in eggs
and could not be deemed to be engaged in
the business. I move--

That the amendment be amended by insert-
ing after 'the -word "lengaged" the words
'"or financially interested.''

Under my proposal large shareholders of a
company trading in eggs would be excluded
from taking positions on the board.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I raise no
objection to Mr. Craig's amendment.

Amendment on amendment put and
passed.

Amendment, as amended, agreedf to; the
clause, as further amended, put and passed.

Clause 40....Dnration of Act:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an.
amendment-

That in lines 1 to 3 the words "until the
thirty-first day of December one thousand
nine hundred and forty-eight, or" be struck
out.

Amendment put and passed.



[COUNCIL.]

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment-

That in line 4 the words ''whichever is
the later date'' be struck out.
Amendment put and passed; the clause,

as amended, agreed to.
Bill again reported with further amend-

ments end the reports adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and returned to the
Assembly with amendments.

BILL-SOUTH-WEST STATE POWER
SCHEME.

Assembly's Message.
Message from the Assembly received and

read notifying that it bad agreed t& the
amendment made by the Council, subject to
consequential amendments.

In Committee.
H-on. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chier

Secretary in charge of the Bill.
Clause 3, (1)-Definition of "Undertak-

ing" in paragraph (e), on page 4:-Add
after the word "Power" in line 4 the follow-
ing words: "The term does not include
money, credits, hook debts, or securities held
for moneys invested.")

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly agrees
to the Council's, amendment subject to the
Council's making further consequential
amendments to Clanse 8 by inserting after
the word "undertaking" in line 3 of para-
graph (c) of Subelause (1) and in lines 4,
10 andl 15 of Suhelause (2) the words " or
any part thereof."

The CRIEF SECRETARY: These are
vonsequential amendments and I move-

That the amendment, as amended, be
agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Assenihly's

-consequential amendments to the Conneic
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report edopteri
nand a message accordingly returned to the'
A';emhly.

TRANS. RAILWAY,
JKALGOORIJE-FREMANTLE SECTION,

SELECT COMMITTEE.
Minority Report Presented.

Hon. G. ' RASER brought up the min-
,ority repoort of the Select Committee.

Ordered: That the report be received and
read, and printed in conjunction with the
majority report.

Sitting suspended from 1 to 3.56 p.m.

BILLr-GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEDES
(PROMOTIONS APPEAL BOARD).

Conference Managers' Report.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY: I have to
report that the conference managers met
in conference on the Bill and ireached the
following agreement:-

Amendment No. 1-Not insisted on by the
conference.

Amendment No. 2-Insisted on by the
conference.

Imove-
That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Assembly.

Assemrbly's Further Message.

Message from the Assemblly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
conference managers' report.

BILL,-COMMONWEALTH POWERS.
Conference Managers' Report.

THE HONORARY MINISTER. I have
to report that the conference mianagers met
in conference on the Bill mid ireached the
following agreement:-

Amendment No. 2-Not im'isted on by
the conference.

Mnendment No. 4-The date to lie fixed
as 1947.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Assembly.

Assembly's, Further Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
conference managers' report.

BILL-MILK.

First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first tine.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson-West) [4.2] in moving the second
reading said: I regret very much the late
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hour at which the Bill has reached this Cham-
her. It is, however, one that is of great
importance not only to the producers of
milk in this State, but to the general pub-
lic. In view of the large amount of work
that hasi been put into the measure the
Government feels that we should make
every endeavour to have it passed this ses-
sion. It appears to be a large Bill-it con-
tains 74 clauses-but I point out that there
are not really mazny amendments. This
position arises from the faet that our ad-
visers conisidered that, instead of bringing
down a ifll to deal with the necessary
anicuidients only, we should consolidate
the leg-islation dealing with this important
subject. For that reason we now have this
Bill. Mfy remarks, in introducing it 'will
not be as lengthy as they might otherwise
have been, but I do propose to deal with
what I consider to be the most important
or main aspects of the measure, and par-
ticularly the amendments.

The Bill seeks to alter the existing law
relating to the production, purchase and
treatment, sale and distribution of mtilk,
and to repeal the 'Metropolitan Milk Act,
1932-1944, and the Dairy Cattle Comipen-
sation. Act, 1926, so that control may be
exercised over supplies throughout the
State. The Metropolitan Milk Act, which
was originally passed in 1932, bad Juris-
diction over the supply of milk to the met-
ropolitan area only. Believing it to be
desirable to ensure that special control be
exercised for consumers outside that area,
it i- proposed to extend the jurisdiction
of the legislation so that consumers in
other parts of the State may have the bene-
fits of a better milk supply, and so that
those engaged in the production, treatment
and distribution of milk may also have the
advantages of legislative control.

The question of the milk supply has in
recent years received considerable publicity
from the Press and from private organisa-
tions and individuals. Some of us are aware
of the views of particular erganisalfions and
individuals. The advantage of having an
ideal milk supply in this State is quite ob-
vious and need not be stressed. In the -first
instance, it is desirable that the cattle sup-
plying the milk shall be free from tubercu-
losis, and that the conditions under which
and by which the milk is produced, trans-
ported, treated and distributed, shall be of
high standard. It is desirable also tGat per-

sons engaged in the industry receive a mea-
sure of protection and that prices be ade-
quate, but that consumers' interests be pro-
tected. In ensuring a safe milk supply the
economic aspect cannot be overlooked, nor
can the economic be separated from the hy-
gienic. It will be found that the Bill takes
cognisanee of all these widespread and diver-
gent interests.

In view% of the deplorable conditions then
existing in the milk industry, the Metropoli-
tan Milk Act was introduced in 1932 and the
board established thereunder. That Act was
subsequently amended in 1933, 1935, 1936,
1939 and 194-4. All of those measures, whilst
extending the life of the board and inc-rds-
ing its powers, did not provide permanency
for the legislation. There have been many
representations from those associated with
the industry to have the Milk Board per-
iuanent. This it is proposed to do by
the Bill. The conditions existing in
the industry prior to the establishing
of the board will be known to many
members. in administering the Act, the
board has been confronted with many diffi-
culties. Whilst every endeavour has been
made to surmount ffiese difficulties, ex-
perience has shown that the Act is inade-
quate to ensure effectively the supply of
clean and wholesome milk at all times. It
is, therefore, proposed to increase the powers
of the board so that it will be enabled to
carry out all those measures and means
deemed necessary to guarantee a satisfactory
milk supply.

It is not proposed to provide ?or the com-
pulsory pasteurisation of milk, but it is in-
tended to give the board complete control
to prescribe and enforce the conditions by
which milk will be pasteurised. Consumers
will be allowed to exercise their preference
to obtain either raw or pasteurised milk.
and doubtless in time, with the improve-
ments in the process which the board will
effect, the pasteurisation of milk under
proper conditions will become more general.

The constitution of the board will, in
principle, continue as it exists today; that
is to say, there will be in addition to the
chairman, two representatives of the dairy-
men elected by dairymen holding licenses
from the board, and two repressntativcs of
the consumers appointed by the Governor.
It is proposed, however, that they will re-
tire in rotation so that there will be some
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continuity' in the personnel of the board.
Many of the definitions and a great number
of the sections at present eontained in the
Metropolitan Milk Act will be found in the
Bill, and where existing sections have been
amended or new clauses introduced, it has
been done with the intention of increasing
the powers of the board.

Under the existing Act the board is em-
powered to establish a Dairymen's Com-
pensation Fund and a Milk Vendors' Comn-
pensiation Fund. These were intended to
provide the wherewithal to compensate per-
sons de-licensed by the board. There have
been no claims against either of these funds,
which at the 30th June last stood as fol-
lows:

Milk Vendors' Cornpcnsation Fuqd,
£19,644 11s.

Dairymen's Compensation Fund. £14,051
us. 10d.

It is proposed to transfer the whole of
ihebe monetys to the vewv board to be used
for the comnpensation of owners for the
losses sustained through elimuinatlion of
diseased stock, and for compensation to per-

son wo are refused license or where a
license has been revoked, and also where the
delivery of milk has been restricted by
the board. Whereas the present Act
provides no basis for determining com-
pensation, it will be found that the
Bill includes precise terms and lays
down the conditions under which com-
pensation can be claimed and may be
awarded. It is considerod just and equitable
that all dairymen and milk vendors should
contribute towards the comp)ensation fund,
as each section will derive important licue-
fits from the legzislation. The dairymen will.
amongst other thing.,, oIbtain the advantae
4f having cattle which have been tested for
tuberculosis, and thme reactors removed friom
their herds. Thme milk vendors, assured of a
safe milk, must also derive considerable
benefits, as when confidence in the milk sup-
ply is assured sales muist be increased

The powers, and functions of the board
are clearly outlined in Clause 26. It will
be found therein that it is proposed to ent-
able the board to prescribe the conditions
under which certain processes connected with
the treatment of milk shall be carried out.
This is a very necessary powver for the board
to have. It is also provided that persona

engaged in the tarrying out of certain speed-
fied requirements in connetion with the
treatment of milk must hold the requisite
certificate of competency from the l~cpurt-
ment of Agriculture. That is, I think, a
great improvement Onl the present position.
In this regard it is considered that up to the
present time very great reliance has been
placed on the human factor which in mattY
oases is untrained, and consequently is in-
efficient in the work performed, with the
result that milk supplies are not wrhat they
should be.

The use of separators in p'aces; where milk
is treated is prohibited without the written
consent of the board. This clause is intro-
duced in tbn. intere,,ts of consumers. The
repfttable milk distributor has nothing to
fear from this clause, but it is intended to
give the board power to prevent the use of
separators where it considers it desirable to
do so, in order that skim milk will not he
available for improper purposes. It is also

proposed to give the board power to pit
vent the supply to consumers of milk which
is not believed t e fresh, elean. wholesomct.
or which has been adulterated. It has hiei,
found in actual practice that milk can he-
adulterated nnd vet not be- below the r'-
,1uisite chemicali standard provided under the
food and drug by-laws, but it is consideredl
that evvn if the muilk is of satisfactory Pem
mical content, but has been adulterated, it,
suppl 'y to consumers; should he prohibited.
The board has definite proof that milk luas
been, adulterated; its officcis have wvitnessedl
this process, and it is desired to ensure that
the board will have the unquestioned right
to prohibit such milk for human consunip11-

*tion. Whilst the existing Act has provided
for measures and nmeans for the supply of
a fresh, cleain and wholesome milk to eon-
suifer%, it is now intended, in addition to
those powvers, to provide for tha preventioi.
of the supply of mBilk which is not fresh.
clean and wholesome. There is a great dif-
ference between these terms.

In relation to transport, the board will be
empowvered to fix nmaximumn rates in dair3N

areas in addition to fixing the maximum
rates from dairy ares. A considerable quan-
titv of milk is distributed from dairy farms
to'depots situated within dairy areas, and it
is very necessary that the board shall have
complete power over the fixation of the rates,
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which have an effect on the prict dairymen
receive for their milk at the depots. It is
proposed to empower the board to prescribe
conditions under which any of the matters
specified under Clause 26 may be carried
out. That is to say, the board will be able
to define the equipment to be abed at dairift,
in milk treatment plants and in the trans-
port of milk, and the manner in which it is
used.

The Bill provides for the issue of licenses
to dairymen and milk vendors similar to
the present licenses, but in connection with
the treatment licenses the board will be
empowered to prescribe the manner in
which the holder of a license may treat
the milk. The existing license provides
for a great variety of functions which
might be carried out by the holdet. It is
a general right and not a restricted one.
It is considered that the important pro-
cess of milk treatment should only be per-
mitted to be carried out under those condi-
tionb which the board may permit. At
present the holder of a treatment license
may have a satisfactory brine cooler, and
then instill an unsatisfactory pasteuriser
or an imperfect bottling machine or some
other unsatisfactory equipment. Under the
present definition the board has been pow-
erless to prevent such a state of affairs.
This, then, will be overcome by the neiv
license.

It will be found that the beard is em-
powered to refuse a license to a dairyman
unless he produces a certificate from the
local health authority stating that his dairy
complies with the requirements of such au-
thority. That will mean that befort a li-
cense is issued to a dairyman the premises
shall at least comply with the local health
by-laws, but the board may impose what
further conditions it considers desirable.
It is proposed to facilitate the procedure
relating to any appeals against decisions
of the hoard referring to the refusal of
licensges. Under the Act as it stands at
present, delays amounting to several wreeks
must take place before appeals can be
heard by a magistrate.

The appellant has been enabled to carry
on his business pending his appeal, despite
tht fact that the board has refused his
license because of unsatisfac' tory condi-
tions. It is therefore proposed to enable
appeals to be made to the Minister whose
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decision shall be final, but that pending
the hearing of the appeal the person con-
cerned shall refrain from doing those
things in relation to milk for which the
license was necessary. That means that a
Ipelson whose license has been refused by
the board must cease producing or selling
milk as the case may be. This is a very
necessary provision for such an important
food as milk, when it is realised that a
person can at present produce or sell milk
pending his appeal from premises which
the board considers so unsuitable that it
could not then approve of a license. Should
the Minister allow the appeal, provision is
made for the compensation of the appel-
lant for loss suffered through the suspen-
sion of his business pending the appeal.
Claims for compensation will also be facili-
tated by providing for the amount to be
determined mutually between the appellant
and the board, but in the event of failure
to reach mutual agreement the amount may
be fixed by the Minister.

The testing of dairy cattle for tubercu-
losis and actinomycosis will be compulsory
under the Bill. The method of testing and
the details regarding the procedure for
making herds clean and keeping them in
this condition will be laid down b ' the
Chief Inspector of Stock, who already has
power to do these things under the Stock
Diseases Act. At present all dairy cattle
in the metropolitan area are inspected an-
nually under the Dairy Cattle Compensa-
tion Act, and a fee of 3s. per head is paid
by the owner, which is iised partially to
provide compensation when diseased ani-
mals are slaughtered. Undoe- this Act the
Treasury advances two-fifths of the value
of any slaughtered animal as compensation.
The compensation to be paid is 90 per cent.
of the agreed value of the beast.

The expense of actually carrying out the
testing of. dairy cattle is to be borne by the
board. This is considered reasonable, as half
the cost of the compensation fund is being
provided by the Government, and the ad-
vice of such veterinary officers-as they will
be Government employees-would be avail-
able also to dairymen on the occasion of the
visit for the inspection of their herds or
when the officer is in their district near their
faisus. Furthermore, after the first year it
is anticipated that the effect of the eradica-
tion of disease will be a greater production
per cow owing to an improvement in the
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general health of the herd. Where stock are
slaughtered, the cost of slaughtering such
stock is deducted from the sale value, which
is paid into the compensation fund.

Provision is made in the Bill for the pre-
paration by the board at any time of any
scheme for submission to the Minister -for
the improvement, production, supply, de-
livery and distribution and quality of milk
for consumers, and if the Minister approves,
the board will be empowered to carry out
the scheme. This proposal will permit its
all future years of proi-ressive schemes for
improving not only the quality of the milk
but its productioa andl distribution. We
do not know what requirements for the im-
provement of the supply might be considered
necessary in future years, and a way is pro-
vided in the Hill by these proposals for nny
desirable reforms to be implemented.

As I pointed out earlier, this is a fairly
lengthy Hill and it contains a great number
of v-cry minor matters to which I have made
rno reference. All are included in the legis-
lation which is being consolidated by the
introduction of this measure. I have dealt
briefly but nevertheless :as fully as possible
with most of the amendments that are m
eluded.

Hon. 3. Cornell: Of the Bill 60 per cent.
deals with machinery provisions.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Undoubtedly
the greater part of the Bill consists of
machinery clauses. The Government recog-
nises the absolute necessity of taking what,
ever atbps are avAilable at present to en-
sure that there shall be an improvement in
the milk supply as early as possible. It also
recognises that there may be methods that,
though desirable, cannot be put into opera-
tion immediately but which may be possible
of application in the course of the next few
years. The board will carry a very gieaL
responsibility. The measure is desired by
all associated with the production and dis-
tribution of milk. Therefore I feel that al-
though the Bill has been introduced at a
very late stage of the session, this House
will probably agree with my submission that,
notwithstanding that fact, its importance is
so great that we really cannot afford to lose
the time that would be involved in deferring
consideration until next session. From in-
formation supplied to me, the trade is looki
iug forward to the Bill being passed and is

hoping that it will be put into operation at
art early date. Consequently, I hope that
this House will not stand in the way of that
being accomplished. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. J. G. HISLOP (Metropolitan)
[4.31]:i Xo-one regrets more than I do that
so little time is available to members of
this House to discuss what is probably one
of the most important measures to the health
of the community that has been submitted
to Parliament during the time I have been
a member. I appeal to members to give
deep consideration to every clause of the Bill
because they vitally concern the health of the
community. It would be a Black Friday
for preventive medicine in Perth were we to
pass the Bill as it stands.

T am not for one moment questioning the
Bill from an economic basis; it may be quite
sound in that respect, but it is absolutely tin-
sond from the point of view of the health
of the community. It is just simply flying
in the face of Providence to neglect the op-
portunity that presents itself at this moment
to provide for the citizens of Perth a clean,
safe milk supply. This Bill, unfortunately,
will not ensure that. On the other hand, it will
to a very large extent perpetuate the method
of control which has existed over the years
and which, making considerable allowance
for the fact that we have just passed through
a war, has left us with a milk supply that is
neither clean nor safe.

It is surprising to me that the Govern-
ment has not paid more attention to the pub-
lie demand for an improvement in the sup-
ply of milk from a health point of view.
This Bill is one which I am quite convinced
has lbeen drawn up on an economic basis
and one which I feel certain has neglected all
the advice tendered from a scientific if not
a medical point of view. We have presented
to us a golden opportunity to make altera-
tions to the milk supply. Probably the best
way to attack the problem, in view of the
fact that theme has been no time to look
through the amendments made in another
place, would be to take a glance at the Bill
and pick out various points that do not con-
form to the requirements of a clean, safe
milk supply.

This Bill is mixing together the economic
and health sides, and I do not know whether
it is possible to do that. Yet an attempt is
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being made to do it. Surely it is necessary
that the definition of "milk" as it appears
in the Bill should conform to the definition
in the food and drugs regulations. However,
it does not do so; it is a definition purely
economic in character. I draw the attention
of members to the fact that the definition
of "milk" in the Bill is very different from
the definition as it appears in the food and
drug regulations. In those regulations
"milk" is thus defined-

Milk is the lacteal secretion of the cow. It
shall be clean qad fresh, and shall be obtained
by completely emptying the udder of the
healthy cow, properly fed and kept, excluding
that got duning 15 days immediately before
and ton days immediately following on par-
turition.

These factors must surely be present if we
-ire to regard milk as something over which
the hoard will have control from both thg
economic and the health sides, It is my in-
tention to move an amendment to ikc the
deofinition of "milk" ft ini with thie definition
in the food and drugs regulations. The Bill,
sio far as I can see, does attempt to provide
that the Health Act shall be paramount un-
der certain conditions, but I still maintain
that the definitionsi and clauses of the Bill
should he made to fit in with those regu-
lations.

Take the definition of "dairy area": I am
suire I am on safe ground, so far as public
opinion is concerned and probably also the
opinion of members, when I say that the Bill
should contain a provision stipulating that,
within a short period of years, no milk
shall be produced in the metropolitan area.
It is impossible to produce clean milk in the
-metropolitan area. One has only to read
,;nme of the reports on dairies in this area
to realise how impossible it is to permit such
conditions to continue. I have seen sonmc of
these dairies and have reported to this
House some of the conditions I have seen.
Members have no doubt read the contribu-
tions I have made to the Press on the condi-
tion of some of our dairies. I do not think
anyone possessed of scientific knowledge of
inilk would deny the statement that the met-
ropolitan area is not the place to produce
milk. Recently a report was made to the
Fremantle Municipal Council, from which I
will read a few extracts as follows-

It was found thaLt most of the dairies re.
quireiR lime washing and some were dilapidated,
drainage was required in most, floors needed

attentioa, sanitation was unsatisfactory, sur-
roundings dirty, infestation with flies, cobwebs
on milk room, were other features noticed.

This Bill is not going to alter that state of '
affairs to any great extent because all along
the Health Act has provided for standards
to be laid down for these dairies.

The Chief Secretary: Has not that report
been questioned on the ground that it was
grossly exaggerated I

Rlon, J. 0. HISLOP: If that is so, it ctu-
incides with what I myself have seen. If
members would accompany mc now, I eould
take them to dairies situated within a few
miles of this House at which they would de-
cline to drink the milk.

Hon. J. Cornell: What the eye does not
see the heart does not grieve.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I suggest that if we
arec going to dcal with a milk Bill, members
should make themselves aware of the condi-
tions that exist. if we neglect the health
side of the milk supply, we shall be sadly
lucking in our duty to the public health of
the community. Let me mention a dairy
whicht to a large extent, is Government-
controlled-the dairy at thc Claremont Asy-
lum. The man has to take the milk he tob
lects from the cows in an open bucket, walk
outside the dairy, climb a stairway along.
side the building and then pour the milk
into a contraption just under the roof, from
which the milk runs down into the cooler.
That is what is occurring in a Government-
controlled dairy, and aimq ar conditions are
prevalent all over the place. There is one
dairy where the Health Department had the
utmost difficulty in enforcing its regulations.
In that dairy I saw a cow that had just
given birth to a calf standing in the hail
alongside the other cows. Around the feet
of the cattle poultry were wandering in and
out, though this is banned under the health
regulations, and when I wvent to the milk
room there was a dog actually curled up
around a milk can.

That is why I am fighting to ensure that
the peopile of Perth do get a clean milk sup-
ply, and in order to provide it, this Bill must
be dri-aslilv amended. In wondering w-hat
sort (if ame-ndment one can put into the
Bill in order to ensure ii clean milk supply,
I lur-e made r-onsidrirblc research into what
his happened in other States, and I have
heen privileged to receive letters from the
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Mtinistry of Food in Great Britain. How- give the whole control to a board of this
ever, I shall quote from one nearer home
that affords some very interesting facts.
This is a report dealing with an outbreak of
typhoid in 1943 in Moorabbin-a city of
Victoria-where the dairies are of a higher
grade than our dairies. They are larger,
and some of thorn supply' as much milk per
day as is received in the whole of our metro-
polita area. Despite all the care exercised
there, an outbreak of typhoid occurred. An
investigation was made to find the cause of
the outbreak and it is interesting to read
the lessons that were learnt. Here is the
first one:-

The lessons to be learnt are not many but
clearly indicate (1) Production of milk at a
profit and a supply of safe milk to a town
should not be supervised by tbe same indi-
vidual or set of individuals. Each is a
separate industry and is liable to find its in-
terests just or otherwise at variance with the
others.

So those who made the investigation are of
opinion that a board constituted as is ours
of consumers and dairymen's representa-
tives cannot always be just to the economic
and health sides. Other lessons learnt were
also interesting. No. 4 lesson was stated as
follows:-

Tis is not a new lesson but one that is re-
peated at every outbreak. Milk must be clean,
pure and unsophisticated and above all pas-
teurised.

Not one single lesson that was learned
there has been adopted in this Bill. I have
no grudge whatever against the composi-
tion of a board of this type if this board
is charged with purely economic coiidi-
tions; hut I could not for one moment agree
that it should control the production and
distribution of milk fromt the health point
of view. The board has found itself un-
able to do that in the past, and the fact
that there are more words in this Bill
does not mean anything, because the pow-
ers that did exist were in the hands of
divided authorities-the Health Depart-
ment, the Milk Board and the Agricultural
Department-and they still are under this
measure.

As one looks through the Bill, one finds
many things to query. As I have said,
quite a number of dairies in the metropoli-
tan area are unfit to supply milk to the
city. Who is going to be charged with the
control of those dairies? We must either

sort-giving it control on the economic and
health sides-or else we must give the con-
trol of the health side to the proper health
authority. This Bill does it in a curious way.
If we turn to Clause 26, we find that the
board is to be charged with the inspection
of dairies, milk stores, milk and places fdr
the treatment of milk, and so on; but it
is not charged with looking after the stan-
dards of milk. Standards will still remain
under the Health Department. All this
board will be able to do is to inspeet. It
will not require many regulations to cover
inspections, because I gather that they will
simply apply to whether one travels by
tramn or bus or on one's feet-

Hon. F. E. Gibson: It can refuse a
license.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: The hoard can re-
fuse a license afterwards, but it cannot lay
down standards. Thbat must be done by the
Health Department. The Bill provides
only for inspection and not for laying
down standards. Those standards are con-
tained in the Health Act.

The Chief Secretary: Yog, agree with
that, do you nott

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: All I am pointing
out is that here is divided authority. We
have had divided authority before and it
does not work. We must make up our
minds whether we are going to give au-
thority to this board or whether we are go-
ing to make the board an economic one,
and then tighten up our Health Act. I
personally am in favour of the latter
course. I do not think that business inter-
ests, as evidenced in this board, can possi-
bly cover the health aspect of the milk
supplied. I suggest we should give very
serious thought to the total revision of the
whole Bill. I do not think the economic
side should he mixed up with the health side
and that one hoard should attend to both. I
do not see how we are going to improve mat-
ters by. including on the board a veterinary
officer or a deputy of the Commissioner of
Health, because they are not interested in
the economics of milk supply, and those on
the economic side might find themselves at
variance with those associated with the
health aspect. It is rather curious to read
the Milk Board's report. Nowhere can one
find any mention of the bacterial content of
the milk, except a reference to the number
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of -tests that were made for bacterial count.
No statement is made in the report to the
City of Perth as to the bacterial standard
of milk during the past year. Therefore,
one becomes more convinced that the health
side of this matter should be reserved to
those who are trained in this respect.

I consider that the more membersalook at
the matter, the more they will agree that
we must either set uip a totally independent
organisation of trained people-business-
men, .9itfltific experts andi a nfedieal officer
-with no representatives of the consumers
or dairymen, to run the whole organisation,
or we must give the business interests their

sieand the health interests their side. I do
not think we can do both. There is a curious
arrangement set out in paragraph (1) of
Clause~ 26. It provides that the board shall
be ('barged with the task of fixing the mini-
mumi price per gallon to dairymen for milk
supplied, according to bacterial testsi. A.
bacterial test cannot be made nder a period
of hours, and bacterial tests will alter fromn
week to week and even from dlay to day.
The paragraph says that the minimum price
per gallon shall be fixed-

Provided as regards-
(a) Milk, other than surplus milk,' such

price shall be fixed in accordance
with-
(i) Butterfat content and value; and
(ii) Bacterial test.

Hon. F. E. Gibson: That is only one fac-
tor.

Hon. J. G, HISLOP: Yes. But if we
have to know the bacterial content some
days will be required to ascertain it. Direct
count is, in my opinion, the worst form of
examination of milk. World authorities on
milk have advised us to discard it. I have
made the statement quite openly that if any
man today is charged with selling dirty milk
and comes to me I will save him from con-
vict ion; because Toupley and Wilson, who
are regarded as experts in bacterial matters,
have pointed out that the bacterial count can
'ary as much as 1,000 per cent. in any one
sample, depending on what one happens to
get at the moment of examination. One
piece may be clean; the other, dirty. But
there are methods by which this could be
done. If we turn to the English Act we find
that it includes various tests upon which it
insists in connection with the standard of
milk. It refers to the reductase test as being

the most valuable to determine not only the
.standard of purity but also the keeping
quality of milk. There is a growing time
during which the bacteria do not multiply.
Therefore the l)IJte count may be low but
yet the milk may be extremely dangerous be-
cause the bacteria are in a stage of growth
prior to mnultipl)1ication.

lly the reduetawc test it is possible to find
thait out lwenuqe that test is based on the
amount of activity of the organisms as well
as their number. 'The test depends to a
lairge extent on the oxidation p)TO~eSSCS going
on in the milk. It is an excellent test- for
!:eeping quality because it can be done on
milk which 1bas been kept for the length of
time wicvh it is expected milk should he kept
in the ordinary home. In Exigland there are
regulations that the milk shall not be stored
in ally other way than it would be expected
to he stored in a normal bomne and that it
should be tested the following morning.
There they have laid down the number of
hours over which the reductase test will give
evidence of the standard of purity and keep-
ing qiiality of milk. In past years neither
our Milk board nor our Health Department
has required the reduetase test to be under-
taken. Let us go a bit furthar into this ques-
tion of testing milk and of the keeping
qualities of milk, Everyone of us who takes
pastenrised milk has known that in the past
few years pasteurised milk has not been as
clean as should he expected.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is so.
Hon. J1. G. HISLOP: Everyone h a seen

that; the complaint is general. The rea 'son
to a large extent is probably shortage of
labour. However, I doubt whether we
should ever have allowed shortage of labour
to render the milk of the community unsafe;
and whether we should have allowed an extra
charge to be made for pasteurisation and
then allowed unsafe pasteurised milk,' to he
distribu ted, If we are going to have pas-
teurised milk we must be certain that our
dairies are clean; that our pasteurisation
methods are sound; and that thb milk is not
handled after pasteurisation.

Eon. L. Craig: How are you going. -to
achieve that? -

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: By -automatie
bottling, which is quite simple ad is dode
in all reason ably~ sized communities today.
There are te-ta which can be applied -to de-
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tormine whether milk has been soundly and
completely pasteurised. The reductae test
w~ill do it. The English regulations provide
that no milk can be exhibited for sale as
having been heat-treated, sterilised or pas-
teurised unless it conforms to those regula-
tions. We have never attempted to ensure
that our pasteurised milk was properly
pasteutrised. We have allowed the public to
pay more for pasteurisation and we could,
by tightening up our regulations, see that
pasteurisation is properly done. If there
had been time, it was my intention to add
a certain part to the schedule of the Bill.

I intended to add a new clause to the ef-
fect that no milk should be exhibited or sold
or submitted for sale a% having been heat-
treated, sterilised or pasteurised unless it
had been submitted to pasteurisation con-
forming to tests laid down in the second part
of the schedule. But as the Bill has come to
us at this late hour I have no opportunity
even to lay down the tests in the schedule.
Members can see from the length of the
regulations and the details of the tests the
time that would be occupied in placing them
on the notice paper.

These are some of the alterations that I
think essential to the Bill, and there
aire other aspects also of which I do not ap-
prove. I believe the health aspect of milk
should be remtoved from political control. In
that, I sin not speaking in terms of party
politics. I would not care if I myself were
Minister for Health; I would still say it was
not right for the control of milk to have a
political ba ckground, or that there should be
itiy suggestion that the Minister, whoever he
Might be or to whatever party he might be-
long. should have any influence in restor-
ing a license to a dirty dairyman. If a
dairyman breaks the regulations and en-
dlangers the public health, his license can be
revoked by the board. On appeal, why should
he not go before a magistrate? Why should
lhe. go to the Minister?

SI have no great belief in the infallibility
of Ministers, or of magistrates for that mat-
ter, but a magistrate is trained to take
evidence and assess its value on both sides.
The matter there is open to the public and
does not suggest that there could be any
political influence behind the re-issuing- of a
license. A magistrate should be the person
who, in open court, gives that man the
money out of the compensation fund for

any injury received at the hands of the
board. I would also, at the end of the Bill,
give the board the right to make its own
regulations, and I would then do as is done
in the Victorian Act, make those regulations
referable to Parliament, as are all other
regulations, and I would insert the excellent
clause that is there inserted, that when such
regulations are made they shall be made
known to each member of the Parliament.

Before leaving this Bill, which I would
have to amend drastically, to be honest with
the people in the matter of health, I shall
refer in more detail to the dangers of milk
as a disease bearer. It will be found, in the
first jpart of this Bill, that the word "disease"
is defined. There it means either tubercu-
losis or actinomycosis. Other diseases may
be proclaimed by the Government, but at
present this Bill is limited to the two I have
mentioned.

Hon. L. Craig: Actinomycosis has refer-
ence to dairy cattle.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: The disease in dairy
cattle is there defined in order to control its
transmission to human beings, but there is
one disease that at present is bf greater
importance to human beings in this city
than is actinomycosis. I refer to strepto-
coceal mastitis.

The Chief Secretary: What is that?

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: It is an infection of
the udders by the ordinary streptococcus,
which is the most virulent of all the pus
forming organisms that attack the human
being. I wish to deal with this disease as it
affects man. I will go lrek a little and
show what has had to be contended with
each time any attempt was made at pro-
gress in saitiation. There has always been
opposition to progress in health measures,
and people have always said "How did we
get on before thisI" That question is com-
monly asked by the majority of people, be-
cause life seems to run on an even keel.

We live and die, and what does it matteri
Members will remember the reference made
to Cromwell, when he entered Parliament at
35 years of age which, as John Buchan said,
was "long past a man's prime" at that time,
and we have had reference here lately to the
powers of men at 70 years of age. Expecta-
tion of life has increased tremendously with
the introduction of health measures. Only*
last night the Honorary Minister told me
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that there are difficulties in superannuation
schemes all over the world, caused by people
living on-too long perhaps, in some (,ages.

Hon. J. Cornell: They say some members
of Parliament live too long.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: We cannot assess
the value of the introduction of any l)ar-
ticular form of preventive medicine. When
I first came to this State there were beds
along the whole of one side of Ward 1
at the Perth Hospital, and of Ward 5 at the
Children's Hospital, reserved for the treat-
ment of typhus. Today that disease hardly
exists in this State, yet there was'opposition
to the introduction of the sanitation that led
to that result.

Now let ine deal with the streptococcus.
There is, in the community today, a virulent
sqtreptococeu at work, In my professional
capacity I ami seeing- more and more cases
of people of all ages suffering frnm an acute
and rapidly progressing disease causing a
contracture of both kidneys, together with
rapidly rising blood pressure and early
death. I ace more of these eases each year.
I cannot say that they are due to milk. I can
only state that I know there is in the infected
miilk at the moment a virulent streptococcu
at work. We know, as Mr. Craig pointed
11121, that the worst disease of cattle at the
moment is streptococcal mastitis, and the
disease is present in our milk supply. It
can be eliminated by pasteurisation and, if
we pasteurise the milk, we can at least say
that this House and this Parliament have
taken steps to ensure that it is not that
streptococcus that is causing'these deaths in
the community.

lion. L,. Craig: Mastitis is prevalent in
England and America, just as it is here.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: It is common and
is increasing- in many places. I cannot say
that milk is the source of the disease to
which I have referred, but we can look hack
and see what the introduction of other forms
of preventive medicine have done in the in-
terests of the community. I can leak back
to when I sat in the superintendent's room
in the Children's Hospital, asking the sister
in Ward 6 if a baby under two years of age
had died yet. That was in the days before
the introduction of infant health centres
and instruction for mothers. Evenv form of
preventive medicine has brought results

and we can at least make cjertain that the
streptococcfus from our cattle does riot ini-
fact human beings.

Members probably see milk just as milk,
but I see it as a food. They do not-as I
do-see a man asking my advice. I examine
him and find that he has this streptococeal
poisoning that has invaded his kidneys, and
for which I can do ndthipg. I sit powerless
before it. I say that m embers can contribute
something towards the efforts that arc being
made, hy ensuring that this infection is not
transmitted by milk. It cannot come froin
beer, because most beer consumed today is
pasteurised. T17he result is that it would be
safer for this community to drink beer than
to drink milk. Beer would take much longer
to kill people than would drinking milk in-
fected by streptococci.

I am not asking anything extravagant
when I ask this House seriouisly to consider
compulsory' pasteutrisation, which is being
brought in all over the world. Mr. Martini,
the Minister for Agriculture in Victoria, as
he then was, introduced a Bill makinig pro-
vision for compulsory pasteurisation. It has
not been put into practice there yet but that
Government is determined to bring it in.
England is bringing it in by a method which
I think is the sanest of the lot. In a letter
that I have from him, the Rt. Hon. J. J.
Llewellyn, of the British Ministry of Food,
points out that in England the authorities
have considered a method under which the
Government will take control of pasteurisa-
tion. They will take the milk in at the
front door, pasteurise it and bottle it under
constant supervision, and then hand it back
to the milkman for distribution.

Hon. L. Craig: That is not being done yet.

Hon. 3. 0. HISLOP: It is, and eventually
it will be done, in every community of 10,000
people or over, in England. That is the ideal
at which they are aiming. The scheme is
already working in certain parts of London
and the intention it to extend it, as I have
said.'

The Chief Secretary: What attitude would
our colleagues in this Chamber take on a
proposition of that kind?

Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: I think they. will be
on the side of the Government if it brings in
such a measure.

lion. F. E. Gibson: We will be on your
side 100 per cent.
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Hon. J. .G. HISLOP: In. the Victorian re-
port on typhoid fever in the city of Moorab-
bin, at page 65, the recommendations read-

1. Experts shall supervise the production
of milk, to * educate and assist the farmer as
is the present practice.

2. A public body, not the same as the first,
shall control the treatment and delivery of the
milk to the consumer. This is preferably the
consumers themselves, through their represen-
tatives, as is now the ease in respect to water
and sewerage and to roads and drainage.

3. All milk shall comply with standards of
purity, cleanliness, and quality, as is now re-
qulired, and if so far satisfactory shall be
pasteurised.

We should first of all pasteurise the milk,
and when the dairies are in a clean state we
can permit any dairy of a sufficiently high
standard to supply raw milk. Until our
dairies are in good order we must have com-
pulsory pasteurisation of all milk. except
that which we reject as unsuitable. Dirty
milk cannot he pasteurised, but'by far the
biggest percentage of milk that we get iii
our city today can lie pasteurised. As the
industry develops and as dairies are cleaned
up and provided with modern equipment, we
can give thema the right to sell milk as Grade
A, Grade B, accredited herd milk, or in
whatever way the board decides to designate
it.

I wish to refer briefly to the control of
tuberculosis. It is creditable that this at-
tempt is being made, hut I do not consider
it is economically sound in principle as laid
down in the Bill. I doubt whether that
method would be successful. I do not often
take notice of a Press article written under
a nqua-de-plume, but I have here a letter
which was sent to "The West Australian"
and appeared in the issue of the 14th March,
1945. 1 have reason to believe that I know
the writer;' knowing him, I accept his
printed word. What I wish to point out is
that by pasteurisation wve can control the
tubercle in the milk when it reaches the con-
sumer; but if we suddenly destroy all Cattle
with tuberculosis I doubt very much whether
we will have at milk supply sufficient to meet
the needs of the community. God knows, we
do not drink enough milk now.

Horn. F. E. Gibson: What does the letter
you mention suggest?

Hon. J. G. H'ISLOP: I shall read it-
The only reliable means to determine the pre

seace or absence of tuberculosis in cattle is to
submit each individual animal to a tuberculin

test. Dairy cattle in this State are not sub.
mitted to this test. The Minister does not make
this fact clear. Cattle in the metropolitan axea
are certainly examined clinically but only once
yearly by a stock inspector who is not a quali-
fied veterinary surgeon. These examinations
only detect cattle in the very advanced stages
of the diseae.' The tuberculin test would re-
veal those other animals which perpetuate and
spread the disease and at the same time pos-
sibly pass tubercle germs in their milk.

It was recently revealed that examinations
showed 69 per sent. of metropolitan herds with
tuberculosis infection. The last herd tuberculin
testing was carried out on four herds in 1939-
41 and revealed up to 75 per cent, cattle ac-
tually affected with tuberculosis. Payment in
compensation for these animals so depleted the
cattle compensation fund that no further tuber-
culin tests on herds have been performed in the
metropolitan area.

The Minister can state whether what I have
read is correct or not, If it is correct, the
immediate introduction of this Bill may have
effects far beyond what we anticipate, where-
as we can immediately control the tubercle
in the milk by pasteurisation. Those are the
factors which I consider we should investi-
gate. Another thing I do not like about the
provision in the Bill for compensation for
tuberculosis is that the work is to be done
by the Chief Inspector of Stock. If one
studies the provision, one will find that the
methods are- cumbersome and must involve
delay. The Chief Inspector of Stock issues
a certificate against an animal or a particu-
lnr herd or a dairy. He must then notify
the board, wvhich in turn must notify the
person, but it is incumbent on the Chief
Inspector of Stock to keep) books, so that
the board will know what inspections have
been carried out.

It would be very much better, I suggest,
if the boaird were empowered to employ it%
own veterinary officeers. U~nder this measure.
it is proposcd that large sumns of money shall
be espended; it will cost the Government
at least £15,000 in the first year, and that
expenditure-maY continue yearly for four or
five years at least. It may completely ' cx-
hatist the coimpensation fund if the figures
given are anything like correct. Therefore
I consider that all these esaminationsi of
cattle should be made by a qualified veterin-
atry officer, pot by a stock inspector. The
Bill requires revision in that respect. We
wvould be well advised to give the board
power to employ its own veterinary staff.
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Hon. L. Craig: But would it take a
veterinary surgeon to decide whether a cow
was suffering from tuberculosis 7

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Trained inspectors
would be employed to act under the veterin-
ary officers, but there must be a veterinary
officer in charge.

Ron. F. E. Gibson: Look at Clause 61.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: That deals with
technical research. In my opinion, the board
should have its own laboratory to make tests,
which generally have to be made quickly.
Ia fact, the board has asked for a labora-
tory. The board itself is in favour of par-
teurisation and so should employ its own
officers. In its report for 1945 the board
states, at page 6-

.The weight of scentific opinion inclines in
favour of pasteurisation of milk but with this
reservation that the process of pasteurisation
must be carried out efficiently and with no risk
of recoatamination.

Mr. Martin, of Melbourne, is of the belief
that individuals should not be allowed to
undertake pasteurisation because they are
not under constant supervision. The only
wny effectively to control pasteurisation is
to have an officer going constantly back-
wards and forwards between the pasteurisa-
tion plant and the dairies watching the whole
operation. The boarol must he given greater
authority if the community is to be assured
of a safe and wholesome milk supply. Its
members must be totally independent and
have no relationship to the industry; or if
it is necessary for the board to control the
edonoinic side, then the health side should
be controlled by the Health Department or
a properly constituted health organisation.
I hope the House will assist me in this.
matter.

I have been a physician in Perth for 25
years and have not been unsuccessful. But
I consider I have been unsuccessful in doing
anything in the way of preventive medicine.
I came to this House for the reason that I
thouzht I could contribute something to the
health of the community, something more
than I could by sitting in my rooms. This
is the 6rst real opportunity that has been
presented to me. I wvould suggest that some
member move that the debate be adjourned,
so that at the earliest opportunity, at the
next sitting of the flouse, after members
have had time to investigate the milk prob-

lemn for themselves and to Wtildy the -Bill
carefully, I shall move that a Joiint Select
Committee of both Houses be appointed to
inquire into the matter of providing *Perth
with a safe, clean milk supply. Jt willanot
endanger the eceonomic a spect of th e in-
dustry to leave the matter over for that
period, but it would be unwise to hasten this
Bill through Parliament and thus have a
bad measure which would, throw back the
health of the community for years to come.

Ron. 0. F. BAXTER (East}. [5.26]: This
is a most important Bill. I wish to make a
personal explanation.

The PRESIDENT: Is the hon. member
now making a personal explanation?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes.
The PRESIDENT: Does it deal with the

Bill?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes.

The PRESIDENT: The bon. member may
proceed.

Personal Explansation.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I apologis for not
having asked your permission to make this
personal explanation, Mr. President. The
Bill is a most important one, as it affets
the health of the community. It also deals
with the property of people engaged 'in the
milk industry. Their cattle may be des-
troyed, as well as the milk. The measure
contains 74 clauses and one tan easily
visnalise how long it would take to study it
in order to do it justice. Dr. Hislop has
given us a warning, and he must he regarded
as an authority.

The President: Is this a personal explana-
tion?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Yes.

The President: It sounds like a second-
reading speech.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Dr. Hislop is an auth-
ority an(1 he has advanced cogent reasons
why this Bill should be adjourned until such
time as members have had an opportunity to
consider the amendments that he and other
members propose.

Debate Resumed.
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I move-

That the debate be adjourned.

The PRESIDENT: Until what time?
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'Hon. C. F. BAX
ting of the 'House.
likelihood of this
nort year.

Motion put' and
following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

Hoo. C. P. Baxter
Hon. Sir Hal Colebs
Hon. J,. Cornell.
Hon. 1-. Oralg,
Han. E. H. H. Hall
Hon. V. Hamersley
Han. J. 0. Hemlp

Hon. J. Mf. Drew
Haon G. Prager
Hod. F E. Gibson
Hon. E, H. Gray

TER: Until the next sit- The estimated expenfldturc from the
I understand there is a General Loan Fund is £1,606,675, and from

session being continued the Public Account for Advance to Trea-
surer £1,000,000, and these amounts are also

a division taken with the appropriated by Clause 3 for the purposes
set out in Schedules "C" and "D"'. Clause 3
further confirms the appropriation of ex-

14 penditure from "Advance to Treasurer,
8 1944-45", the details of which are set out

- in Schedules "E" and "F".
.6

Hon, A. [L. tatn
tb maon. W. J, Mann.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker
Hon, A. Thomson
Hon. H. Tuetsy
Hon. P. R, Welsh
Hon. C. R, Cornish

( Teller.)I
NoRS.

Han. E. M. Heenan
Hon. W. H. Kitson.
Hon. 0. W. bliles
Hon. T. Moore.
i (Teller.)

Motion thus passed.

Debate adjourned.

Sitting suspended from 5.34 to 7.30 p.m.

BILL--APPROPRIATION.

First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. 1W 'H.
Kitson-West) [7.33] in moving the second
reading said: This is the annual Bill to ap-
propriate the amounts required for the ser-
vices of the year as detailed in the Estimates
of Expenditure from the Consolidated Re-
venue Fund and the General Loan Fund
which have been passed by the Legislative
Assembly. Two Supply Bills have been
passed this session granting, in all,
£3,800,000 from the Consolidated Revenue
Fund, £e400,000 from the General Loan
Fund, and £300,000 from the Public Ac-
count for Advance to Treasurer, and Clause
2 of this Bill grats further supplies as set
out in Schedule "A". The total amount re-
quired from the Consolidated Revenue Fund
for the year is £13,705,994. Of this sum,
£4,648,309 is permanently appropriated by
Special Acts, and Clause 3 of the present
Bill appropriates the balance, £ 9,057,685, as
summarised in Schedule "B".

The revenue collections for 1944-45
totalled £13,953,830, being £368,959 more
than the amount cstimatea. Apart from in-
come tar, which is a fixed amount paid by
the Commonwealth under the States Grants
(Income Tar Reimbursement) Act, the re-
turns from all forms of taxation were
greater than anticipated, the actual increases
being la9nd tax, £C8,134; totalisator duty,
£56,374; stamp duty, £30,829; probate duty.
£65,477; entertainment tax - these were
arrears collected during the yvasr-150, and
licenses, £7,924. Expenditure for 1944-45
amounted to £13,949,340, being £366,142
above the estimate of £13,583.198. Under
"Departmental" the principal increases were,
Treasury £51,027, Public Works £:20,236,
Mines £12,300, and Forests £30,465.

Dealing with the Elstimates for the current
year, it is not expected that the State's re-
venue will cofitinue to grow as it has done
over the past 10 years or so, and collections
for this year will probably fall short of
those for 1944-45. At the same time we have
to face increasing costs, and after a careful
study of all factors likely to affect the
State's finances during this year the Govern-
ment has budgeted for a deficit of £C207.090.
Revenue has been put down at £13,498,904,
or £454,926 less than last year, and expendi-
ture is estimated at £13,705,994, a decrease
of £243,340.

For the purposes of comparison, allow-
nce must be made for the fact that in last
year's figures the sum of £318,000 was in-
cluded in both revenue and expenditure. This
sum represented the balance of the insurance
money received on account of the loss of the
vessel "Koolama". About half the amount
was placed in a suspense account to meet
commitments oni the loan out of which the
ship was purchased and the balance was used
to pay off Treasury bills. On the recom-
mendation of the Grants Commission the
grant to be paid by the Commonwealth



[14 DECEMBER, 1945.] 287

under Section 02 of the Constitution will
this year amount to £950,000, an increase of
£E46,000 on the sum received last year. The
estimated expenditure 'for 1945-46 com-
pared with the actual expenditure for 1944-
45 under the three main subdivisions is as
follows: -

Special Aets-increase of £:13,603.
Governmental--decrease of t324,189.
Public Utilities-dinerease of £67,240.

In explaining the decrease in the estimated
governmental expenditure for this year, al-
lowane must be made for the inclusion i n
last year's figures of the sum of £318,000
in connection with the disposal of the
"Koolama"' insurance money, to which I pre-
viously made reference, and in addition there
is no provision this year for drought relief,
whereas £40,000 w~as set aside for that pur-
pose last year. War-caused expenditure is
estimated at £122,600, a deer ease of £C52,280
as compared with 1944-45. Against these
reductions there will be an increased rant
to the Reforestation Fund of £15,000, and
provision of £C60,000 for use in connection
with the Government Agency section of the
Rural and Industries Bank. Clause 4 of the
Hill is to approve of expenditure from the
Reforestation Fund, as set out in the scheme
of expenditure which has been laid on the
Table of House and which requires the ap-
proval of Parliament. I move-

That the Bill be now rend a second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In committee, etc.

Hill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL-MARXETING or EGGS,

.Assembly's Message.
Message from the Assembly received and

read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Council.

Sittring suspended from, 7.47 to 8.49 p.m.

BILL-MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to amend-

ments Nos. 11 to 13, 20, 26 and 27 made h2
the Council, had disagreed to Nos. 1 to 10
14 to 19 and 21 to 25, and directing the at
tention of the Council to a clerical error it
the Bill as passed by the Legislative Ase
bly and presented to the Legislative Counci
whereby in Clause 25, page 11, line 6, afte
the word "of" the words "wood and partl]
of" were omitted.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; th
Honorary

No. 1.
No. 2.
NO. 3.
No. 4.
No. 5.
No. 6.
No. 7.
No. 8.
NO. 9.
NO. 10.

Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause 3:-Delete.
Clause 4:-Dlete.
Clause 5:-Delete.
Clause 6:-Delete.
Clause 7:-Delete.
Clause 9:-Delete.
Clause 10:-Delete.
Clause 1 1:-Delete.
Clause 12:-Delete.
Clause 13:-Delete.

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's ree
son far disagreeing to amendments Nos.
to 10 is:-

Plural voting is unde mocratic.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move-
That amendments Nos. 1 to 10, inelusivi

be not insisted on.

Question put and negatived; the Council
amendments insisted on.

No. 14. Clause 21, proposed new Beto.
219A :-Insert the words "or purchase" aftt
the word "purpose '" in line 31.

No. 15. Clause 21, proposed new sectio
219A :-Inscrt the words "sold under cot
tract of sale or be" after the word "be"
line 31.

No. 16. Clause 21, proposed new sectio
219A :-Insert the word "leased" after ti
word "such" in line 33.

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's rel
son for disagreeing to amendments Nos. I
to 16 is:-

Municipal councils should not be permitte
to deal in land and houses to the extent
buying and selling houses already erected.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move-
That amendments Nos. 14 to 16, inclusi,

be not insisted on.

Question put and negatived; the Council
amendments insisted on.
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No. 17'. Clause 21, proposed new section
219A :-Delete from the proviso the words
"no freehold estate in any such land shall be
granted to any employee and that" in lines
37 and 38.

No. 18. Clause 21, proposed new section
219A:-Insert in the proviso, after the word
"land" in line 40, the words "or the pur-
chase of any such houie."

No. 19. Clause 21, proposed new section
219A.:-Add to the proviso at the end there-
of the words "or out of the ordinary revenue
of the council."

'The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's rea-
sonl for disagreeing& to amendments Nos. 17
and 18 is--

Leasing only would retain the houses for the
use of councils' employees.
The Assembly's reason for disagreeing to
amendment No. 19 is--

It is considered that houses should be built
only out of loan funds.

The HONORARY MINISTER:- I move-
That amendments Not. 17 to 19, inclusive,

be not insisted on.
Question put and negatived; the Coun-

cil's amendments insisted on.
No. 2L. Clause 32:-Delete.
No. 22. Clause 34, (c) :-Delete sub-

paragraph (vi), on page 14.
No. 23. Clause 36:-Delete.
No. 24. Clause 37:-Delete.
No. 25. ClaLuse 38:-Delete.

The CHAIRMIAN: The Assembly's reahlon
for disagreeing to amendments; No ;. 21, 23,
24 and 25, is--

lural voting is undemocratic.
The Assembly's reason for disagreeing to
amendment No. 22 is--

Municipal councils should bare this discre-
tionary right.

The HONORARY MTINISTER: I move-
That amendments No. 21 to 25, inclusive,

be not insisted on.
Question put and negatived; the Couneil%

amendments insisted onl.
The CHAIRMAN: With regard to the

message from the Legislative Assembly
directing the Council's attention to a clerical
error in the Bill as passed by the Assembly
and presented to the Council whereby in line
6 of Clause 25, on page 11, after the words
"pantly of," the words "wqod and partly of"
were omitted, does the Honorary Minister

give the Committee an assurance that th6
inclusion of the words referred to will not
materially affect the.Bill and the principles
Of it?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes. It
was a mistake in another place.

The CHAIRMAN: On another occasion
when a similar incident occurred it was.
directed that the Clerk of Parliaments, when
preparing the Bill for assent, should include
the words omitted. That will be done on this
occasion.

Resolutions rep orted, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

Sitting suspended from 9.10 to 9.42 p.m.

BILL-CITY or PERTH SANITATION.

A ssemb ly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
rend notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Council.

BILL-MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS-
ACT AMENDMENT,

Assembly's Re quest for Conuference.

Message from the Assembly received and
read requesting a conference on the amend-
menti insisted onl by the Council, and notify-
ing thiat at such conference the Assembly
would be represented by three managers.

The ITONORARY MINISTER: I move-
That the Assembly's request for a confer-

ence be agreed to, that the managers for the
Council be Ron. Sir. Hal Colebateh, Hon.
F. E. Gibson and the mover, and th'at the
conference be held in the Chief Secretary's
room forthwith.

Question put and passed, sad a message
accordingly returned to thle Assembly.

Sitting suspended front 9.45 to 10.30 p.m.

BILL-MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Conference Man(tager's Report.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have to
report that the conference managers tact in
conference on the Bill and reached the foi.
lowing agreement:

Amendments Nos. I to 10, inclusive, 21, 22,
23, 24 and 25, were insisted oni by the con-
ference.

Amendments Woe. 14 to 19, inclusive, were
ntot il]5isted onl by thle conhferenfce.
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Imove-
That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed, and a message!
accordingly returned to the Assembly.

AJssembly's Furt her Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the con-
ferenee managers' report.

COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS.

THE CHIEF SECRLETARtY (10.34):
Once again we have reached the close of
the Parliamentary year, this time ia cir-
cumstanees much happier than those
under which we have laboured since
1939. The greatest holoeaust the world
has ever seen has come to an end,
and the complete and final victory of the
Allies is something for which we should be
truly grateful. During this session we have
had an indication of the problems inevitable
in the aftermath of war. A grave respon-
sibility will1 rest on all Parliaments in the
immediate future, in grappling with these
problemns. Already we hlave been called upon
to adjudicate upon legislation dealing witht
the conversion of manpower and industry to
civilian pursuits, and the years immediately
before "s will bring similar grave decisions.

It is with these thoughts in mind, Mr.
President, that I desire to extend to you on
behalf of myself and members, our very best
wishes and the compliments of the season.
I desire, too, to express our gratitude for
the courtesy and wisdom that you have dis-
played iii the exercise of your responsible
duties. Our grateful thanks, are also due to
the Chairman of Committees, Mr. Cornell;
to his. deputies. Air. Hamersley, Mr. Seddon
and MNr. Fraser, for the efficiency and tact
with which they have conducted our dis-
cussions in Committee,

'To the Clerk of the Council, Mr. Leake,
and the Clerk Assistant, Mir. Sparks, we
are again indebted for the capable manner
in which theyv have attended to their duties,
and for the assistance which they have ex-
tended to members. Our thanks are due, too,
to the other officers etf Parliament who also
have carried oit their functions. in a willing
and painstaking manner.

A very considerable degree of gratitude
is due to the Chief Hlansard Reporter, Mr.
Reid, and] to his staff. Not only have they

performed their duties in an exemplary man-
tier, but they have at all times been willing
to assist members to the limit of their
ability. Parliament is indeed fortunate tit
Lbs quality and devotion to duty of its
"Hansard" staff.

In conclusion, Air. President, I must ex-
Lend my personal thanks to yourself and to
all members for the consideration and assist-
ance that have been granted me. The f riend-
ships that I have made in my association
with this Chamber are a source of great
happiness to me. I take great pleasure, Mr.
President, in wishing you and all members
and ollicers of Parliament the compliments
of the season and the best wishes for the
future.

Ron. V. HARERSASY (East): I wish to
extend to you, Sir, to Ministers and members
my best wishes for prosperity and happinessi
during the Christians season and in the 'New
Year. I thank the Chief Secretary for his
kindly remarks about the hiealth of the
Chairman of Committees, Mr. Cornell, whomn
we are all pleased to see with uts again, and
for his kindly references to the work that
fell upon me as one of the temporary Chair-
men of Committees. I thank members for
the kindness extended to me, and must ex-
press3 my great appreciation of the way in
which the Chief Secretary has handled his
measures, put his arguments and won many
victories. We all appreciate the happy way
in which he carried through the work of the
session.

I join with himt in expressing appreciu-
tioi of the work of the Clerks and officers
including the "Hansard" reporters. The
happy family spirit that prevails in this
House helps us greatly to wvork so smoothly.
You, Mr. President, have always maintain-
ed the dignity of the House and kept the
spirit alive. Bomne members in the comning
recess will have to face the music and see
whether they can win out with their electors.
I sincerely hope they will not fall by the
wayside, buit will return to the House once
more.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH (Metro-
politan) : I should like to endorse all
that the Minister has said regarding
yourself, Sir, the Chairman of Com-
mittees, the Deputy Chairmen of Com-
mittees, officers bE. the House and the "Ran-
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sard" staff. I should like to add an expres-
sion of appreciation that every member of
tht. House entertains for the wanner in
which the blpsiness is conducted by the Chief
Secretary and the Honorary Minister. We
all recognise that their task is most arduous,
and whatever differences may arise amongst
us from time to time, we all have the
warmest admiration for the way in which
they conduct the business of the House.

HON. 3. CORNELL (South): I join
in the remarks that the Chief Secre-
tary has made concerning yourself, Mr.
President, the Clerks, officers and "Han-
sard." They have been kindness per-
sonified and at all times have been
not only helpful but also obliging. I thank
the Chief' Secretary for his remarks about
me ,and what he termed my remarkable re-
covery. I was in good hands, and that had
much to do with 'It. I am told there was a
period when it seemed as though a new
Chairman of Committees would he needed,
but I am here, so to speak, to rise again.
I thank the temporary Chairmen of Com-
mittees for carrying on my work during my
absence. I join in commendation of the man-
ner in which the husiness has been conduct-
ed by the Chief Secretary and big genial
companion or back-stop, the Honorary
Minister. I wish to utter a word of warn-
ing to the Chief Secretary, namely, that it is
possible to overdo one's work. He is not the
man he was a year ago-

Hon. F. E. Gibson: Much better.

Hon. J. CORNELL:-and this can he at-
trihuted only to his ardour to carry out his
work as it ought to be done. However, there
is a limit to what a man can do, and my ad-
vice to him is not to stretch that limit too
much, but to take a spell as soon as possible.
During my long association with parlia-
mentary life, I know of no man who baa en-
deavoured to serve the country and Parlia-
ment as the Chief Secretary has done. I
thank you, Sir, for your kindness to me as
Chairman of Committees and as a colleague-
I also thank those members who expressed
anxiety about me dluring my recent ex-
perience. They were very kind and had only
the one hope, that I would again be back in
the House.

THE PRESIDENT: I greatly appreciate
the remarks that have been made concerning

me. I am one of the ten members of this
Chamber who, early in the coming year, re-
tire through effluxion of time. Therefore, 8s
there i5 always some uncertainty about elec-
tions, it depends on circumstances, not en-
tirely within my control, whether it may or
may notube the last occasion that I will have
an opportunity of addressing the House. I
must, consequently, specially thank honour-
able members for the unfailing considera-
tion they have ever extended to me during
the very lengthy period-extending over
nearly 20 years--that I have had the honour
of being elected and re-elected to preside
over their deliberations as President. When
first elected to that high office in 1925, in ex-
pressing my appreciation, I promised to do
my utmost to uphold the best traditions
of Parliament; to endeavour to ensure
that business would be conducted with pro-
per decorum, and to try to act not un-
worthily of those who, in the past, preceded
me in this office.

The Legislative Council is the oldest in-
stitution in the State. It was responsible for
bringirg the Legislative Assembly into exist-
ence. All the legislation on the statute-
book of the State had to pass through the
neesasary stages'in this Chamber, and the
first to preside over its deliberations was Sir
James Stirling, the founder of the colony
that has become the present State of West-
ern Anstralia. He was succeeded in the
Chair by a long line of men whose names
and public services are well known to those
acquainted with our State's annals.

Until 1870 the various holders of the office
of Governor presided, but in that year the
Council became a wholly elective body, the
Governor ceased to be a member and. the
occupant of the Chair was chosen as at pre-
sent. Since then this Chair has had seven
occupants--Sir Luke Leake, Sir James Lee
Steere, Sir Thomas Cockburn-Campbell, Sir
fleorge- Shenton, Sir Henry Briggs, Sir
Walter Kingsmill and Sir Edward Witte-
noo~m. To follow such men was no easy
task; and if I have succeeded in any small
degree in my efforts to carry on along their
lines, it is largely' due to the assistance
giveni me by all the 'memhers without ex-
ceptioni.

I also acknowledzie with thanks the help
of the Chairman of Committees, Mr. Cor-
nell; and the Deputy-Chairmen of Cotmit-
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tees, Mr. Seddon, Mr. Fraser and Mr.
Hamersley. In addition I have been for-
tunate in having the services, as Clerk of
Parliament, of Mr. flake; and as Clerk-
Assistant, of Mr. Sparks, whose duties, more
especially towards the close of the session
are most exacting and call for infinite care
to avoid mistakes.

To the gentlemen of "Hansard," and the

-gentlemen of the Press I wish to record
gratefully the obligations of the Council and
of myself, and to all associated with the
Chamber who have helped with our work.
Happily, the dark cloud of war that has,
for years, hung over us has disappeared.
T'hough sad gaps have been left in our lives,
the sacrifices of those who fought and suf-
roved and died -were not made in vain for,
by the grace of God, the Empire has passed
victoriously through what has been the most
perilous period in its history. In this spirit
I re-echo to all the wishes expressed for a
happy Christmas and a bright and pros-
perous New Year.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Katson-West)j: I move--

That the Rouse att its rising adjourn to a
date to be fixed.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.55 pa.

71Ieis14bnu Azztmbfg.
Friday, 14th December, 1945.
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QUESTIONS.

RAILWAYS.

(a) 41 to Fox Theory for Elirnihurting
Sparks.

Mr. SEWVARI) asked the M1inister fo
Railways:

1, Has any progresis been made in afford
ing 31r, Fox facilities for proving his theor:
that by making certain alterations to railwa'
engines;, he can elininate sparks when usin)
Collie coal?

2, ]If so, what is the re-suti-
3, Hfavi- any railway engines bee

equipped with the neessary apparatus, an
if so how many9
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